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Status 

I) S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 October 2005 . 
2a)S This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1.5-7. 28 and 31 -32 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 15-7, 28 and 31 -32 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant amendment of 10-19-05 amended claims 1 and 7 as well as canceled 
claims 2 - 4, 8 -27, 29 - 30 and 33 - 41 . 

Currently, claims 1 , 5 - 7, 28 and 31 - 32 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 5 - 7, 28 and 31 - 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schena (US 6,448,979 B1) in view of Kocher (US 6,652,455 B1). 

Regarding claim 1, 7 and 28. (Currently Amended), Schena teaches a method for 
retrieving information related to a consumer product comprising the steps of: 
integrating a bar code scanner and a removable memory into a consumer good, 
wherein said consumer good comprises a non-electronic device; scanning a bar code of 
a selected consumer product using the integrated scanner and storing the scanned bar 
code; transferring the scanned bar code to a computer network: and 
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accessing a web site one the computer network based on the scanned bar code, 
wherein said web site includes information related to the selected consumer product 
(see at least Col 3, lines 42 - 63, Col 4, lines 32 - 37, Col 5, lines 34 - 39 and Col 6, 
lines 27 - 36). 

While Schena does disclose storing of the scanned bar code/data in an enhanced 
device such as key chain or a smart card, in which the scanner is 
incorporated/integrated, the reference does not specifically disclose and teach a 
removable memory. 

On the other hand and in the same area of storing data in a scanning device, Kocher 
teaches storing the data in a removable memory (Col 5, lines 27 -30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to have provided the apparatus and method of Schena with the apparatus and method 
of Kocher to meet the claim limitations of claim 28. Schena discloses a method and 
apparatus for retrieving information related to a consumer product comprising the steps 
of: integrating a bar code scanner and a removable memory into a consumer good, 
wherein said consumer good comprises, a non-electronic device; scanning a bar code of 
a selected consumer product using the integrated scanner and storing the scanned bar 
code; transferring the scanned bar code to a computer network: and accessing a web 
site one the computer network based on the scanned bar code, wherein said web site 
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includes information related to the selected consumer product (see at least Col 3, lines 
42 - 63, Col 4, lines 32 - 37, Col 5, lines 34 - 39 and Col 6, lines 27 - 36). In turn, 
Kocher discloses a method and apparatus for storing the data in a removable memory 
of a scanner (Col 5, lines 27 -30). Therefore, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to extend the method and apparatus of Schena with a method and 
apparatus for apparatus for storing the data in a removable memory of a scanner - in 
order to provide an old and well known option. 

Regarding claim 5 (Currently Amended), Schena teaches an apparatus, wherein said 
non- electronic device comprises one of the following: an article of clothing, a pen and a 
pocketbook (Col 3, line 53). 

Regarding claim 6 (Original), Kocher teaches an apparatus, wherein said removable 
memory medium comprises one of the following: a magnetic disc, flash memory, a 
smart card, a memory stick, a diskette, a CD-ROM, a disk drive, a random access 
memory chip, and an optical storage device (Col 5, lines 27 - 30). Please note that 
Kocher does not specifically disclose a smart card. However, Schena does disclose a 
smart card. In that regard, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to have extended the removable memory disclosed by 
Kocher, with removable memory such as a smart card. 
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Regarding claim 31 (Original), Schena teaches a method, further comprising converting 
a scanned bar code to a uniform resource locator of a web site (Col 4, lines 32 - 37). 

Regarding claim 32 (Original), the recitation "further comprising converting a scanned 
bar code and a global position to a uniform resource locator (URL) of a web site), such 
recitation is given little patentable weight because it imparts no structural or functional 
specificity which serves to patentably distinguish the instant invention from the other 
"converting" already disclosed by Schena. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 10-19-05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues there is no motivation to combine the references since Schena 
only teaches a data transfer via communication link and teaches away from using 
removable medium/memory. 

First and in response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to 
combine the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be 
established by combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the 
claimed invention where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so 
found either in the references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one 
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of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 
1988) and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, 
the problem to be solved is to store information in a scanning and storage device and 
then transfer/transmit the stored information. In that regard, Schena discloses and 
teaches one of ordinary skill in the art of storing information from a scanner (Col 5, lines 
37 - 38). Moreover, Schena further discloses a method of transmitting this stored 
information at later time. In that regard, it was also old and well known to one of ordinary 
skill in the art that an early option for implementing memory was to use removable 
memory in these mobile applications. Thereby and while Schena teaches "a way", one 
of ordinary skill would have also known of "a way" of implementing this memory using 
removable medium in these applications as taught by Kocher. Therefore, one of 
ordinary skill would have been motivated to extend the method of Schena with a method 
for storing information on removable medium and thereby provide an additional option 
for storing and then transmitting the information. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art is Jigour (US 2001/0038547), which teaches an 
early option for these mobile devices included removable medium (see Para 0041). - 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rob Rhode whose telephone number is 571.272.6761. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 571.272.7159. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va. 22313-1450 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including 

After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

For general questions the receptionist can be reached at 
571.272.3600 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). RER / 




